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ance with perverse modes of obtaining sex pleasure,
may and too often does pervert the direction of the sex
impulse, in the ways denoted by the terms " sexual in-
version " and " sexual fetishism " ; but the fact that the
normal direction of the sex impulse so often asserts itself
in spite of early acquired experience and knowledge of
these unfortunate kinds is strong evidence that the impulse
is innately directed to the opposite sex.1 And such
innate direction necessarily implies that the instinct is
innately organised on its afferent side for the perceptual
discrimination of the opposite sex by aid of the secondary
sex characters.

Consideration of the sex instinct thus affords very
strong support to the view of the nature of instinct adopted
and maintained throughout this volume, the view, namely,
that an instinct is an innately organised disposition, not
only to act aprl feel in a certain manner, but also to per-
ceive the object upon which the action and the feeling are
directed. Psychologists are very slow to accept this view,
although much of the behaviour of animals, especially
of the higher insects, implies it in the most obvious and
unmistakable fashion. Their reluctance seems to be due
to the fact that " innate ideas " are out of fashion, and
that to admit, innate dispositions to perceive objects of
special kinds is perilously near to admitting " innate
ideas " ; for it is but a small step from an innate per-
ceptual disposition to an innate disposition to represent,
or think of, an object apart from its presentation to the
senses. In my view there are good grounds for believing
that dispositions of both kinds are inheritable and innate ;
and in any case we ought to be guided in this question by
impartial consideration of the facts, rather than by the
prevailing philosophical fashions.2

1 It is the opinion of several of the most experienced and judicious
students of these problems that in some cases of sexual inversion or
homosexuality the direction of the sex impulse towards the same sex
is innately determined ; and some of the published cases are difficult,
if not impossible, to reconcile with the opposite view. Such cases
obviously lend strong support to the view that the normal direction of
the sex impulse is innately determined.

* Since the publication of the first edition of this book, Professor
Stout seems to have adopted this view of instinct (Manual of Psychology,